Victorian Control of Weapons Act 2000 Policy
(High Importance)

The Victorian Control of Weapons Act 2000, and rngdated legislation, the Control of Weapons
Regulations 2004 and the Firearms Act 1996, wastedao control the presence of weapons in the
hands of the public in Victoria that might represanthreat to community safety. The Department of
Justice recognises, however, that certain histioaiod cultural groups have a legitimate reasonogsess
some of these prohibited weapons (swords, speags, pole arms and other weapons deemed to form a
part of legitimate re-enactment of medieval lifel dnstory), and is thus empowered, under the aaspic
of the Governor-in-Council, to grant exemptionghese groups for specific situations. The Society f
Creative Anachronism is one such organisation. Exemption itself can be accessed from
http://www.sca.org.au/stormhold/files/exemption.pdf

It is highly recommended that you print out a copyhe exemption, read it thoroughly and undersiand
and carry a copy on you when you are in possessgigaur weapon.

The first thing that should be noted is that, iiyare a prohibited person under the Act, then yeu a
specifically excluded from any exemption. (notelieking on the phrase "prohibited person” will take
you to the definition as per the Firearms Act 1996)

You will note that there are conditions relatingthe safe and secure storage of the weapons. Hnese
covered by the Firearms Act 1996, Section 4 of 8alee4. When transporting the weapons they must be
kept in a secure container unable to be accesaddy®y anyone other than the holder of the ex@mnpt
This means a sturdy wooden or a metal box withcé.l@ravelling with the weapon in a bag is NOT
sufficient under the exemption (in fact it could bensidered a concealed weapon, which is another
offence altogether). This applies to all membersthef SCAA when travelling in Victoria, not just
Victorian members.

The exemption ONLY applies for travel to and from laistorical re-enactment event, the use of the
weapon at such an event, and the storage of itegidence or club establishment. If you are cagyhe
weapon for any other reason, you are not exempt.

Currently, the only acceptable form of identificeti that is satisfactory to prove your right to the
exemption is a current financial membership casdasl by the Registrar of the SCAA. You must carry
your card with you whenever you have a weapon woth as it is the only way you will be able to prove
exemption should you be stopped by the polices ltecommended that you also carry a copy of the
Exemption and photo id. An event flyer if you ame the way to an event (or a print out of an email o
webpage announcement of the event or meeting) @sidbe useful.

Finally, remember the moment you fail to meet amythe requirements, YOU ARE NO LONGER

EXEMPT. Owning and carrying prohibited weaponsasyvmuch a privilege, and a privilege that is very
easily removed. Your actions may also impact onrdst of the SCAA's ability to continue to enjoy
exemption in Victoria.

If you are in any doubt at all about your abiliotydomply with all the requirements, do not own arrg a
prohibited weapon. At best, if stopped, you willveathe weapon confiscated and may face police
investigation or prosecution. It's also possiblattou will directly impact on the SCAA’s exemption
Victoria.

If you have any doubts about what is presented, lveresult the legislation yourself, or enquire wiitle
relevant authorities. The advice presented hereighat of a professional lawyer, and is offersdaa
guideline for those wishing to ensure compliancéhwtie relevant Acts. Each person is on their own
cognizance with regard to this matter, and eachvithaal must be happy that they can satisfy all the
requirements as an individual. The SCAA has noamesibility for any member's adherence, or lack of

adherence to, any of the conditions, requiremetasutes and guidelines with regard to this matter.
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Prohibited person -
“Prohibited Person" means—

(a) a person who is serving a term of imprisonniiemrt
() an indictable offence; or
(i) an assault; or
(iif) an offence under the Drugs, Poisons and Gibletl Substances Act 1981 —
or, in relation to a person—
(iv) not more than 15 years have expired sincepitson finished serving a term of imprisonment
of 5 years or more for such an offence; or
(v) not more than 5 years have expired since thgopefinished serving a term of imprisonment of
less than 5 years for such an offence; or
(b) a person who is serving a term of imprisonmearanother State or a Territory for an offence of a
corresponding nature to an offence listed in paxalgi(a) or in relation to a person—
(i) not more than 15 years have expired since #regm finished serving a term of imprisonment in
another State or a Territory of 5 years or morestarh an offence; or
(i) or not more than 5 years have expired sineg pierson finished serving a term of imprisonment
in another State or a Territory of less than 5 yéar such an offence; or
(ba) a person—
(i) who is serving a term of imprisonment for arieoce under section 321 or 321A of the
Crimes Act 1958 ; or
(ii) in relation to whom, not more than 10 years/dnaxpired since the person finished
serving a term of imprisonment for an offence sfpettiin sub-paragraph (i); or
(bb) a person—
(i) who is serving a term of imprisonment in anothstate or a Territory of the
Commonwealth for an offence of a corresponding neatio an offence specified in
paragraph (ba)(i); or
(ii) in relation to whom, not more than 10 yearsidna@xpired since the person finished
serving a term of imprisonment in another Stata derritory of the Commonwealth for an
offence specified in paragraph (ba)(i); or
(c) a person who is subject to—
(i) an intervention order under section 4 of th@r@s (Family Violence) Act 1987 or an order of a
corresponding nature made in another State or i drgr or
(i) a community based order which includes a cbodireferred to in section 38(1)(b) of the
Sentencing Act 1991 ; or
(iif) a supervision order under section 26 of them@s (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Act 1997 —
or, in relation to a person, not more than 5 yéange expired since the person was subject to such
an order; or
(d) a person, in relation to whom, not more thannidhths have expired since that person was found
guilty by a court, whether in Victoria or in anottf&tate or a Territory, of—
(i) an offence against this Act, in relation to waHiit was open to the court to impose a term of
imprisonment; or
(i) an offence against any other Act involvingthossession or use of firearms and in relation to
which it was open to the court to impose a ternmygdrisonment; or
(i) an indictable offence—
and who is not, by virtue of the operation of artlgen paragraph of this definition, a prohibited
person; or
(e) any person who is of a prescribed class ofgmets

Adopted 12 February 2006.
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Links

Full act can be downloaded from here
http://www.leqgislation.vic.gov.au/

The excerpt from the gazette which registers ws@®up under the Act
http://www.sca.org.au/stormhold/files/GG2004G025.pd

A full database of prohibited weapons can be fouerc
http://www.police.vic.gov.au/weaponsid/

Below is a useful list of prohibited weapons puédther by the Australian Kung-Fu Federation
http://www.akwf.com/forms/Prohibited_weapons_lawd aiist_VIC.pdf

Note Prohibited weapons include:

A stick or rod of any material designed as a weapdre applied to the pressure points of the human
body,

A mace or any other similar article capable of aay#jury that consists of a club or staff fitteath

a flanged or spiked head,

Media release in relation to swords
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/domino/Web Notes/newmauBfl0/53facb21ce5501ecca256e51007dd9be
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