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Griffintayle is published by and for the Barony of Politarchopolis. It is not a corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism and does not delineate SCA policy. 

Griffintayle is produced by Alexandra Rapp, 47 Mockridge Crescent Holt ACT 2615. A free e-mail version is available. Secure your postal copy by subscription - $8.00 per year. 
Baronial Homepage: http://www.sca.org.au/politarchopolis  
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30th Sept – 3rd October – Spring War XI (Mordenvale) 
22nd October – Soriee (Stowe on the Wowld) 
22nd October – Agincourt Day (Stowe on the Wowld) 
5th November The Baronial Hunt 

12-13th November – Crown Tourney (Rowany) 
25-27th November – Casual War III 
2nd-4th December – Siege Engine Challenge (Soutron Gaard) 
26th-29th January 2006 – Stowe Fair II Revenge of the Elephants 

Please check all details are correct and contact the Chronicler to correct any errors. “Griffintayle” is published monthly, editions are printed the weekend following the Baronial Meeting. It is distributed in print 
and electronic forms. All submissions need to be received by the Chronicler by the last Monday of the month for general and event notices, Officers Reports by the Thursday evening of the Baronial Meeting. This 
is the July edition for 2005. 
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SCA Politarchopolis, PO Box 1294, Belconnen ACT 2617  Email politarchopolis@sca.org.au  

To subscribe to the Politarchopolis email list, go to http://www.sca.org.au/mailman/listinfo/polit  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see elsewhere on this website for Regnum details 
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� Baronial Meetings: the last Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. Check 
with the Seneschal for location. 

vvvv  Fighter  practice: Sunday: from 2:00 pm at Haig Park, O’Connor near 
scout hall, Fencers and heavies welcome. Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 pm, at Mawson Oval. 

EEEE Rapier  practice: Sundays, starting at 1.30 pm at Haig Park O’Connor. 
���� Archery practice: Sundays, 10:00 till 12:00 at Tuggeranong Archery 

Club, Western end of Soward Way, Tuggeranong. Cost 5 gold to non 
TAC members Range fees to TAC members. 

� Arts and Sciences: Sundays - following fighter practice, same place. 
Contact the Seneschal for location details and confirmation. 

�  Guild Sunday – every 3rd Sunday of the month. Details vary – contact 
A&S Minister for details. 

�  Choir  Practice: 1st Sunday of each month, 1pm, Haig Park. Contact 
Crispin Sexi for details jaysen@au1.ibm.com or Ph: 6241 0919. 

�  Stitch and Bitch: 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month at Raven’s Nest 
from 7pm (southside), 2nd Thursday at the Baroness’s from 7pm 

(northside), the 4th Thursday will run in concert with The College A&S 
meeting. If there are 5 Thursdays in a month the 4th will also be at the 
Baroness’s residence and 5th will be with The College. See Regnum 
and above for address details. 

� Baronial Dance Classes: 2-4 pm Sundays, Scout Hall, Haig Park, 
Turner. Contact Joanna of the Beechwoods for details Ph: 6296 2193 

� Scr iptor ia: Held by the College of Scribes every 2nd Saturday of the 
month from 1:30-4:30pm. The site does change, so contact the local 
Warden, Lady Morag Freyser at Raven©s Nest for details. Peynters and 
Limners welcome too.  

� Mid week Boffer  and A& S meeting: Every Wednesday 3.30 - 
5.00pm. Room 3 of the Tuggeranong Community Centre Cowlishaw 
Street, Greenway. Please check the notice board on entry as meeting 
may have been moved to a different room - will be under House 
Anaticula (SCA)
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he Baronial Hunt 
When: 5th November  
Where: Redwood Grove 

Time: Armour inspection at 1pm the hunt to begin at 
2 pm. 

Once again the hunting horn sounds to announce 
another Baronial Hunt. Come for a day of mixed 
combat fun. Relax in the Grove’s tranquil 
atmosphere and of course, not to mention the 
eunuchs on St Leonard’s Day Eve would be like, 
well, leaving out the Morris dancers, or the bearded 
women. To quote another Edmund “Morris dancing 
is the most fatuous tenth-rate entertainment ever 
devised by man: forty effeminate black-smiths 
waving bits of cloth they’ve just wiped their noses 
on. How it’s still going on in this day and age I will 
never know.”  

In Service 
Edmund Alekonner 

asual War I I I  
When: 25th to 27th November 2004. 
Where: Warrambui Retreat and Conference 

Centre, Murrumbateman, NSW (approx 25 km north 
of Canberra). 
Cost: 

 Full 
weekend 

Saturday daytrip 
(inc feast) 

booked by 
Spring war 
(30/09) 

55 25 

booked by 
November 
Crown (12/11) 

60 30 

booked before 
22 November 

65 35 

At the Door 80 40 
Non-members +$5 

Full weekend rates includes all accommodation and 
meals. All bookings to the Steward. 

Come for the warfare and stay for the pyjama party. 

Site opens at 6pm Friday with a soup kitchen from 
7pm. Saturday is WAR, and siege weapon 
competition followed by the feast and pyjama party. 
Sunday will involve archery, heavy and rapier 
tourneys and, with any luck, followed by A&S 
and/or dance classes. 

Their Majesties have been invited to the event. 

Please note that if you book and do not attend, the 
stewarding team will have catered for you, and 
therefore will expect payment, by swiftest pigeon 
following the event. 

Steward: Adair MacDermid (Rob Bolin - 
rbolin@dodo.com.au) 
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gincourt Day Celebration 
Who: Canton of Stowe on the Wowld 
(Western Sydney, NSW) 

When: 12 noon, 22 October 
Where: Nirimba Educational Precinct, Quaker©s Hill 
Cost: $5 for the day, children under 12 free. 

Let it be known, that Stowe on the Wowld is hosting 
it©s third, yes Third, annual Agincourt Day 
Celebration on Saturday, 22nd October in the year of 
ASXXXX. 

As in the tradition of earlier celebration days, we 
will have a variety of period shooting competitions. 
The garland shoot was particularly successful last 
year alongside the Infamous Castle of Rasberry 
Blowing French Soldiers, which it seems both big & 
little kids love shooting at! 

There will obviously be a focus on all things archery 
with a display of period arrows on show but there 
are other competitions! 

~ This year©s A&S competition is for any item at all 
of either English or French provenance from around 
the year 1415.  We won©t hold you down to 
"October" 1415 although it would be a nice touch! 

~ As in past years, there will be a winner for the best 
Potluck Picnic dish.  Last year©s entry is a tough one 
to beat...two delicious lamb pies bearing the English 
& French heraldry including correct colours. 

~ Kid©s Boffer Tourney - as Matthew ibn Jelal, the 
champion of the two previous years, has now passed 
the age of entry (16) now©s your chance!! 

~ Best Addition to the Atmosphere of the Day - this 
can be anything from biscuits with Stowe©s device 
on them to generosity with your mead!  Get 
Creative! 

~ Garland Tourney - speaks for itself - he or she who 
can outshoot Alfgeirr, Fitz or Ysabella deserves the 
acclamation! 

There will be cordial, bread and fruits available but 
we encourage you to bring along a dish for the 
potluck picnic. 

http://www.sca.org.au/stow/agincourt3.html 

Stewards - Tyghra na Tintagel (Lynette Hobcroft) 
tyghra_ @fastmail.fm 0411 463 074, Alfgeirr 
Agnarson (Michael James) 
mbjames@optusnet.com.au or Marcus 
Waffenschmiedt (Mark Jamieson) 
madmarcus@optusnet.com.au 02 9636 5010. 
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or iee: Music, Singing &  L ight 
Feast 

Who: Canton of Stowe on the Wowld (Western 
Sydney, NSW) 
When: 22 October 
Where: Toongabbie Scout Hall, 99 Bungaree Road 
Toongabbie NSW 

Cost: $15m/$17nm, $20 unbooked at the door. 
Cheques payable to “SCA Stowe on the Wowld”  

Bookings to the Steward by 15 Oct, if you book and 
don’ t turn up we may ask you for payment. 

After a pleasant day of archery at our Agincourt Day 
event, come back for a feed and some entertainment 
at Soriee, or just come along to relax amongst 
friends after a hard days shooting things. We would 
like to organise performances this year so if you or 
your ensemble is planning on coming to sing or play 
or tell a story or put a play on, please notify the 
Steward in advance. 

http://www.sca.org.au/stow/soiree.html 

Steward: Fineamhain an Einigh inghean Ui 
Chonchobhair (Sara Manley) 31 Emert St, 
Wentworthville NSW 2145, Ph 02 9863 5868 Mob: 
0411 955 841 Email: wenchilada@fastmail.fm  
 

ovember  Crown Tournament 
Who: Barony of Rowany (Sydney) 
When: 12th-13th November 

Where: St Peter’s Primary School & Petersham 
Town Hall 
Cost:  
Before 30 Sept or at Spring War $35m/$40nm 
Before 30 October $40m/$45nm 
At the Door $45m/$50nm 
Sunday Only $15m/$15nm 

Saturday: Crown Tourney lists open 10am, A&S 
Competitions, Guild displays, and Feast (doors open 
at 6pm) 
Sunday: Roses Tourney lists open at 11am, Fencing 
tourney, Archery competition, collegia and games. 

Bookings accepted with payment only. Please send 
cheques or money orders to: 
November Crown Bookings 
PO Box 603 
Strathfield,   NSW,   2135. 

Steward: Clara van der Keere 
Karinne.taylor@gmail.com, Ph 02 9715 6308 A/h or  
M 0410 584 400 
 

east of the Four  Winds 
Who: Shire of Colles Ardorum (Illawarra, 
NSW) with the College of St Malachy 

(University of Wollongong) 
When: 26th November 
Where: Bulli Masonic Hall, Princes Hwy, Bulli, 
NSW (North of Wollongong). 

Time: Heavy Tourney: Armour on 1pm, Tourney 
1.30pm. Feast: 6pm. 
Cost: Booked $15 members/ $17 non-members 
At the Door: $17 members/ $20 non-members 

The Shire of Colles Ardorum with the College of St 
Malachy would bid you welcome to our lands. 
It is the time of the Danelaw occupation, while 
politics may be hostile, along the border trade and 
friendships happen, come and join us in a Anglo-
Saxon feast to celebrate friends near and far. 

A call to arms! Heavy fighters one and all! Come 
and join us in the afternoon and test the mettle of our 
local fighters as we see who will be our champion 
for the next year! 

Bookings and dietary requirements to the Steward: 
Lady Zanobia Adimari (Clare Rix)  
colles@sca.org.au, 0408 695 103 or Four Winds c/o 
College  of St Malachy, PO Box U100, University of 
Wollongong 2522. Cheques payable to “University 
of Wollongong Medieval Society” . 

Yours in Service, 
Lady Zanobia Adimari. 
Seneschal, Colles Ardorum 
 

outhron Gaard Siege Engine 
Challenge 

Who: Barony of Southron Gaard (Christchurch, NZ) 
When: Friday December 2 (site opens midday) to 
Sunday December 4, 2005 (site closes 5pm)  
Where: Rimu Park Scout Camp, Yaldhurst, State 
Highway 73, Christchurch, New Zealand (see map)  
Cost: 
Full event attendance, includes two porridge 
breakfasts and two lunches, excluding Challenge 
Feast: $18 Adult, $10 Child 
Day only (no meals): $8 Adult, $4 child per day 
Challenge Feast (requires Full- or Day-attendance 
also): $10 Adult, $5 Child 
Child rates apply for 5-12 year olds, under-5s free  

Details: Three-day encampment including: 
Friday: Set-up, potluck dinner and campfire stories, 
songs and revelry 
Saturday: Siege Engine Challenge, A&S, Challenge 
Feast (6pm) and Ball (8:30pm) 
Sunday: Tourney, War Scenarios and A&S 
General revelry throughout!  

Apart from the face-off of mighty siege engines, this 
three-day encampment will include war scenarios, 
A&S, feasting, tourneying, revelling, a ball, and all 
manner of other enticements and phantasies to 
occupy the time, titillate the taste-buds and exercise 
the bodies of participants. Visitors to our Barony 
will of course experience our famous Southron 
Gaard hospitality, so by all means start making your 
travel plans now! 

Accommodation: A space to pitch your tent or 
pavilion is available at no extra charge, as are hall 
alcoves for those who prefer to sleep indoors; you©ll 
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just have to bring a pad and sleeping bag for the 
latter. 

Bookings: Full event and/or Challenge Feast 
attendance must be booked prior to November 25, 
2005. Rates given above are for SCA members and 
include Kingdom levy. Non-members please add $2 
per person 18 years or over to your total payment 
(i.e. $2 per adult, but not $2 per day). Please make 
cheques payable to "SCA-Barony of Southron 
Gaard" and mail to the address below. Include full 
mundane/SCA names, attendance/feast options 
selected and membership number(s) where 
applicable, thank you. Australian dollar cheques are 
fine, just price on a $A dollar=$NZ dollar basis. If 
you require billeting before or after the event, please 
contact the Steward. 

Steward: Bartholomew Baskin, siege@sg.sca.org.nz 
or PO Box 19-760, Christchurch 

Website: http://sg.sca.org.nz/siege.htm  
 

welfth Night Coronation 
Who: Barony of Mordenvale (Newcastle, 
NSW) 

When: 7-8th January 2006 
Where: Lambton Community Hall, Alma Rd 
Lambton (Newcastle) NSW. 
Cost: 
Pre Dec 1st -  
Whole Event - $50/$55 (members/non-members) 
Day Rate - $10 
Feast Only - $45/50 
Family - POA 
Children <10 - Free 
Children 10 - 16 $25 

Post Dec 1st/At the Door -  
Whole Event - $60 
Day Rate - $10 
Feast Only - $55 
Family - POA 
Children <10 - Free 
Children 10 - 16 $25 

Greetings good gentles all, 

As summer approaches, so too does Twelfth Night. 

Held in January, AS XXXX (2006), this feast and 
tourney will be one to remember, as a new set of 
monarchs are invested and if that wasn©t enough, 
Lochac©s first Duke and Duchess will be appointed! 

Come visit Mordenvale, where the fighting is always 
fun, the food is always tasty and the wine is free 
flowing. 

Bookings are with full payment only. 

Send all bookings to Twelfth Night Bookings, P.O. 
Box 654, Charlestown, NSW, 2290. Make cheques 
payable to ©SCA Inc Mordenvale©. 

Please note that bookings are limited to 150, so be 
quick to reserve your place at the event. 

Booking facilities will be available at Spring War. 

There will be more information for the event closer 
to the date on the Mordenvale website, here: 
http://www.sca.org.au/mordenvale/12thnight2006/ 

Any questions can be directed to the steward via 
callen_odaig@hotmail.com.  Please use specific 
subject headers, as your email may be deleted as 
spam. 

Y.I.S. 

Callen O©Daig 
 

towe Fair  I I  – Revenge of the 
Elephants 

Who: Canton of Stowe on the Wowld (Western 
Sydney, NSW) 
When: 26th-29th January 2006.  
Where: Same place as last time - Austral Girl Guides 
Camp at Austral (Sydney) 
Cost: m$20/nm$25 per day, m$60/nm$65 for the 
entire event if you book & pay before December. 
$80 Flat rate from 16th January, $30 Flat rate for a 
day visit if you book and pay at the door.  

We had such an awesome time with Stowe Faire that 
we©re doing it again! Much like last year, we©re 
cramming a whole weekend of stuff, but this time 
over 4 days instead of 2, so there will be MORE 
stuff! 

A&S, Fighting, Knight School, Page School, 
Feasting, Merchants, Competitions and Games, 
Dancing & Music. 

Why are we telling you so early? Because we want 
you to turn up. So book some time off and turn up, 
we promise you©ll have a really good time, just read 
the Cockatrice article (thanks, Fred!)...Fighting 
AND A&S at the same time so no-one gets bored... 

If you would like to run an A&S class, please 
contact Lady Gillian at 
gillianbrampton@hotmail.com  
If you would like to run a Knight School class, 
please contact Baron Caspian at 
squire_caspian@hotmail.com  

Any other enquiries to Lord MoG, who is the 
Steward for this awesome event at 
shayrebel@aol.com  

Bookings to Finn at wenchilada@fastmail.fm  

More information can be found at the website, which 
will be updated as we progress along at 
http://www.sca.org.au/stow/stowe_faire2.html  

See you soon... 
Finn 
(Bookings & Advertising for SF II) 
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aron and Baroness 
Greetings, 

Spring War was very enjoyable with some 20 odd 
Politarchopolians wayfaring to the event. 

We look forward to the Hunt at Redwood Grove, 
and Casual War III at Murrumbateman, at the start 
and end of November respectively. 

Currently Politarchopolis© calendar for next year is 
looking rather bare. 

Volunteering .... 
As is said often, the SCA is a volunteer society, 
however sometimes the true meaning of this is 
forgotten.  No events happen unless there is a person 
who volunteers to be Steward, and without the 
numerous people who help out before, during and 
after the event there would be no activities or food at 
the event.  Unless there are officers to fulfil the 
required positions, there is no local group or 
Kingdom. 

Baronial offices that are vacant or seeking a 
successor: Seneschal, Herald, Reeve, Arts & 
Sciences, Hospitaller, and Rapier Marshal. 

Baronial offices that are seeking deputies: 
Chronicler. 

We would like to see some fresh faces amongst the 
next round of officers, rather than having the same 
people doing different jobs. If you are unsure of 
what is required for the office, then please contact 
the current officeholder - they can explain about the 
duties of the office, how much time they generally 
spend each week/month, and whether the duties 
usually occur at events or outside of them. 

Yours in Service, 
Leta, Baroness  Edmund, Baron. 

cting Seneschal 
Greetings all, 

We have vacancies on the committee. We need 
people to think about giving some time to positions, 
even if as just a deputy. People also need to think 
about organising tourneys and events for 2006 as 
there is nothing on calendar as yet. 

Our fair barony needs people to think about the 
baronial pavilion and come up with any suggestions 
about repair /replacement. 

In Service, 
Diccon Shorthand 

r ts &  Sciences 
Greetings all, 

September proved to be another quiet month for 
A&S. Stitch and Bitch continued both northside and 
southside. Dance has continued on Sundays with a 
number of regular attendees. 

 Unfortunately this month, I have had to resign as 
A&S officer for Polit. I have advised both the 
Seneschal of Polit and the Lochac A&S Officer, and 
my resignation has been accepted. I have had to 
resign because of mundane work commitments and 
time constraints. I would like to thank the populace 
of Polit for their support and assistance with A&S. I 
would especially like to thank, Joanna, for teaching 
dance every week, Morag and Leta for running stitch 
and bitch every week, and also to Morag for taking 
on the deputy role. I am sure there are others who 
have assisted, but its 5.30am in the morning and I©m 
getting ready to go home from work. So I can©t 
think. 

 I will continue in the role for a short time, until we 
can find a replacement. So if anyone is interested in 
taking on this role please contact either the acting 
seneschal or myself. 

YiS  
Lady Antonia 

erald 
Greetings, 

A very quiet month for Herald which is probably a 
good thing considering ‘ real-life’  at the moment. 

As always, if you want to discuss your name and/or 
device submissions please contact me by email 
amelot@hotmail.com 

Lady Amelot de Akeney 
Cordon Rouge Herald 

aptain of Fence 
Greetings. 

Another quiet month, but we have students and we 
have fencers willing to teach, and we are still having 
training every Sunday at 1.30 at Haig Park. 
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One authorisation bout was conducted during the 
month.  Cameron Lynch was successfully authorised 
in single rapier. 

There will be a rapier tourney on the Sunday of 
Casual War III and points will be awarded for the 
Lochac Rapier championship.  Watch the list for 
details. 

Another reminder that I am looking for a Deputy and 
replacement ahead of my stepping down as Rapier 
Marshal in one month’s time.  Contact me, the 
Knight Marshal or Their Excellencies. 

No injuries were reported during the month. 

Yours in Service 
Lord Owain Cantor ap Hugh 
Captain of Fence 

hronicler  
Greetings and Salutations! 

Well the Menagerie has now happily relocated and 
order is being restored to our lives. 

A quiet reminder that I am looking for a deputy to 
help me out in unusual times. And help me get this 
newsletter out to everyone in a reasonable time. 

As always articles articles articles. Please please 
please!!! 

Yours in Service 
Lady Alexandra 

 
 

� 
 � � � � �  � � � � �
 
 � � � � � � � 
 �

� 
 � 	� �

estival Volunteers 
Greetings all, 

Thank you to all those who have volunteered their 
services so far. There are still a few positions 
waiting to be filled. If you are interested in any of 
these please let us know. 

Tournament Marshal (under the Marshal in charge) 
Rapier Marshal 
Troll Booth 
Constable 

These all need to be filled ASAP. 

We look forward to hearing from you all. 
Gudrun & Alfar 
Stewards, Rowany Festival AS XXXX (2006) 
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eneschal Succession Process  
Greetings unto the populace of Politarchopolis, 

For those who were not at the August Baronial 
Meeting to actually hear the announcement, Alesia 
has resigned as seneschal, effective from the 
meeting on Thursday 25th August, with her final 
duties being the completion of the August quarter 
Seneschal©s report to the Kingdom Seneschal.  We 
acknowledge that there were differences of opinion 
between Alesia and ourselves and that it was her 
decision to resign. 

We have spoken with the Kingdom Seneschal and 
he discussed with us two options: to have a short 
period of advertising the position, with the intent to 
appoint a new seneschal by the end of September; or 
to appoint an Acting Seneschal and advertise for two 
months, announcing the new seneschal at the end of 
October. 

We feel it is in the best interests of the Barony to 
appoint an Acting Seneschal so that there will be 
more time for members of the populace to be aware 
that applications are sought and to apply for the 
position.  We therefore announce the appointment of 
Baron Diccon Shorthand as Acting Seneschal for 
two months whilst the process of advertising and 
decision are undertaken. 

Written applications are to be directed to 
politarchopolis@sca.org.au, with a minimum of: 
mundane & sca names; contact details; the statement 
of intent to apply for the position of seneschal of 
Politarchopolis; and membership status. All 
applications will be acknowledged as soon as 
practical. The position of seneschal requires the 
officeholder to be a member of the SCA whilst they 
are in office, if you are not currently a member but 
would like to apply, please do so but ensure that you 
will be able to fulfil the requirement of being a 
member at the start of November. 

In Service to the Barony, 
Leta, Baroness      Edmund, Baron 

 

lunts!  
Combat blunts are available! Contact the 

Captain of Archers for details. 

 

fficer  needed!  
The Hospitaller position needs filling. Please 

contact the Acting-Seneschal if you are interested in 
this position. 
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KAC Scores  
For September: 

Period: Lorcan Ruadh : 130 

Open: 
William de Perhan : 99 
Sigmund Spellman: 157 
Hugh Longshanks: 163 
Ysabella Vitale: 190 

all for  Reeve  
Wanted: One Reeve. Must have ambition to 

conduct a mutiny and overthrow the current evil and 
rapacious reeve. Ability to count to ten an 
advantage. (Actually a computer would be good 
too...) Please contact me if you are interested 
(contact details in regnum). 

all for  Deputy Captain of Fence  
With a mind to taking over the role of Captain 

of Fence for the Barony in November. Anyone 
interested in this position please contact the Knight 
Marshal (Robby de Bauche) or the current Captain 
of Fence (Owain Cantor ap Huge) for further 
information. 

titch ‘n’  Bitch 
A gentle reminder to all that Stitch n Bitch 

continues as ever. First and third Thursday of the 
month at Raven’s Nest. The second Thursday of the 
month (and the fourth if it does not conflict with the 
Baronial Meeting) at the Baronesses Keep. See the 
regnum for address details. 

all for  Deputy Chronicler   
I am in need of a helping hand (or two!). I am 

looking for someone to take on the co-ordination of 
the events listings and calendar, along with being my 
“Drop-Dead”  Deputy. If you are interested in the 
position please contact me at The Menagerie. 
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odel Siege Tournament 
Attention all siege engineers! 

Before the end of the year there will be a quarter war 
field size siege engine competition. The engines can 
be of any type and I would encourage a wide variety 
and any hair brained schemes that people have. 
Please start to consider how you would like to 
construct your engines. More details to follow. 

YIS 
Lorccan Ruadh 
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This dog collar, an open-work band of copper alloy, 
is a very rare find from the city excavations. Backed 
by leather or velvet - attached to the metal through 
six small holes - it was an elaborate collar probably 
for a greyhound, the most popular dog in the hunting 
field. 

The collar of that breed had the same value as a 
horse-saddle in early Welsh law. The dogs depicted 
on the Bayeux tapestry wear elaborate collars. This 
may be a pre-Norman import, attesting to the wealth 
and sophistication of Waterford. 

Date/period:12th century/Anglo-Norman 
Inventory no.:1999.0498 
Collection:Waterford City Council 
Location:Waterford Museum of Treasures exhibition 
Dimensions:122 diameter mm 
Provenance:Found in excavations of Waterford city 
centre 1986-1992 
Material:copper alloy 
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A unique collection of historic and fascinating dog 
collars has been built up over the years and is now 
the only one of its kind in Great Britain. 

Dogs have always been present at Leeds Castle: 
hounds for hunting, gundogs, huge mastiffs to guard 
the gates, and lap dogs to grace the apartments of 
widowed queens. Lady Baillie herself, always had 
several dogs and it is therefore fitting that Leeds 
Castle should be home to this unique Museum 
housed in The Gatehouse. 

 
Our collection of collars was most generously 
presented to the Leeds Castle Foundation by Mrs. 
Gertrude Hunt in memory of her husband, John 
Hunt, the distinguished medievalist. The collection 
of over 100 collars and related exhibits has since 
been added to and enhanced by the Foundation 
itself.  

Many of the early, broad iron collars bristling with 
fearsome spikes dating from the 15th, 16th and 17th 
centuries were designed to protect the vulnerable 
throats of hunting dogs against attacks from wolves, 
bears and wild boar which roamed the dark forests 
of Europe. 

Other exhibits display great artistic craftsmanship - 
the exuberant German and Austrian Baroque leather 
collars from the 17th and 18th centuries are often 
decorated with metalwork and velvet. These were 
mostly intended purely for decoration and 
identification. 

In Lady Baillie’s time the museum was used as a 
squash court, having previously been a coach house. 
 
http://www.leeds-
castle.com/content/visiting_the_castle/dog_collar_m
useum/dog_collar_museum.html 
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William Dunbar, circa 1465 – circa 1530 
London, thou art of townes A per se. 
Sovreign of cities, seemliest in sight, 
Of high renoun, riches and royaltie; 
Of lordis, barons, and many a goodly knyght; 
Of most delectable lusty ladies bright; 
Of famous prelatis, in habitis clericall; 
Of merchauntis full of substaunce and of myght: 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 

Gladdith anon, thou lusty Troynovaunt, 
Citie that some tyme cleped was New Troy; 
In all the erth, imperiall as thou stant, 
Pryncesse of townes, of pleasure and of joy, 
A richer restith under no Christen roy; 
For manly power, with craftis naturall, 
Fourmeth none fairer sith the flode of Noy: 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 

Gemme of all joy, jasper of jocunditie, 
Most myghty carbuncle of vertue and valour; 
Strong Troy in vigour and in strenuytie; 
Of royall cities rose and geraflour; 
Empress of townes, exalt in honour; 
In bewtie beryng the crone imperiall; 
Swete paradise precelling in pleasure; 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 

Above all ryvers thy Ryver hath renowne, 
Whose beryall stremys, pleasaunt and preclare, 
Under thy lusty wallys renneth down, 
Where many a swan doth swymme with wyngis fair 
Where many a barge doth saile and row with are; 
Where many a ship doth rest with top-royall. 
O, towne of townes! Patrone and not compare, 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 

Upon thy lusty Brigge of pylers white 
Been merchauntis full royall to behold; 
Upon thy stretis goeth many a semely knyght 
In velvet gownes and in cheynes of gold. 
By Julyus Cesar thy Tour founded of old 
May be the hous of Mars victoryall, 
Whose artillary with tongue may not be told: 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 

Stong be thy wallis that about thee standis; 
Wise be the people that within thee dwellis; 
Fresh is thy ryver with his lusty strandis; 
Blith be thy chirches, wele sownyng be thy bellis; 
Rich be thy merchauntis in substaunce that excellis; 
Fair be their wives, right lovesom, white and small; 
Clere be thy vurgyns, lusty under kellis: 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 

Thy famous Maire, by pryncely governaunce, 
With sword of justice thee ruleth prudently. 
No lord of Parys, Venyce, or Floraunce 
In dignitye or honour goeth to hym nigh. 
He is exampler, loode-ster, and guye;  
Principall patrone and rose orygynalle, 
Above all Maires as maister most worthy: 
London, thou art the flour of Cities all. 


