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Few Words Are Best! (Editorial)

Now is the winter of our content…contentedly sitting by the warm hearth, that is, heedless of the wind and frost outside as we work diligently painting scrolls. What better way to pass a long winter evening than in the pursuit of our bright and wondrous art?  

As always, there is still much work ahead of us…

Here are only Numbers Ratified 

As at this writing, the backlog stands thus:

AA available: 36, assigned: 32

AA/OLM nil
AA/ORL nil

AA/Baron available: nil, assigned: 1

GA available: nil, assigned: 4

GA/RCA nil
GA/RCY nil
PA- KSCA available: 7, assigned: 5

PA- OL available: 22, assigned: 7

PA-OP available 31, assigned: 8

PA-VIS available: 12, assigned: 4

Total available: 109, assigned: 61

There’s not been much movement over the last quarter, although there has been an increase in the AA backlog which we need to keep an eye on- so you folks who don’t currently have an assignment…

Bear Welcome in Your Eye

I would like to extend a welcome to:

Catherine d’Arc

Hunydd the Red

Katherine Alicia of Sarum

Nathan Blacktower

Siobhan an Fheada

Taryn East

Wilfred de Ackelonde

Welcome, gentle lords and ladies, we are pleased to have you as part of the College. May your association be an enjoyable and productive one!

We also have some changes to the Court of the College: At Midwinter, Her Ladyship Leofwynn Wulfinga took up the office of Upper Warden (the deputy to the Provost). Succeeding her as Innilgard warden is Mistress Bryony Beehyrd. Mistress Nerissa de Saye has stepped down as Northern warden to take up her royal duties as our beloved Queen- she passes her office on to m’lady Siobhan an Fheada. And finally, Lady Hunydd the Red has bravely stepped into the breach as Rowany warden, filling the office left vacant. My sincere thanks go to the departing officers, and welcome to the new Court. I am sure the College and certainly my own Office will provide you with any support and assistance you may need in your new role. 

We also have a lot of interested folks out there who have not yet sent in an exemplar, I’d like to encourage you all to do this as soon as you can- begin the great adventure of the scribal arts today!

In Delay, There Lies No Plenty

The following assignments are overdue:
Adam Girard AA, due 9/3/03. Assigned to Keridwen the Mouse

Adrienne Fylding de Faux AA, due 12/1/03. Assigned to Bethan of Brockwood

Cairistiona nic Beathain AA, due 9/3/03. Assigned to Keridwen the Mouse

Dafydd Llantrisant AA, due 17/4/03. Assigned to Alisaundre de Kilmaron

Douglas Fitzwilliam AA, due 29/7/03. Assigned to Donwald Mac Neil

Elayne Montjoy AA, due 25/5/03. Assigned to Keridwen the Mouse

Karl Faustus von Aachen AA, due 12/1/03. Assigned to Jean-Paul Blacquiere

Martin le Mechant AA/Baron, due 12/1/03. Assigned to Jean-Paul Blacquiere

Muirghein ni Ghraine GA, due 24/7/02. Assigned to Ottelia von Grafenbach

Raven Whitelock AA, due 31/6/03. Assigned to Bryony Beehyrd

Sebastian de Ventbarre KSCA, due March 2002. Assigned to Filippa di Lucignano (finish it, you!)

The above scribes need to contact me as soon as possible with regard to these assignments; if I do not hear from you soon the assignment will have to be recalled. 

I’ll remind everyone again that scroll deadlines are not a work of fiction. It remains the responsibility of the scribe to keep in contact with the Provost if there is a problem with the assignment or they require an extension. 

There’s Magic in the Web of it

At long last (and as some of you will have noticed!), the new scribe’s website is on-line at www.sca.org.au/scribe. The site features sections on the structure of the College, articles and resources for scribes, frequently asked questions, current and back issues of Ductus, and best of all several galleries of the magnificent work of our scribes! 

Thanks are due to our hardworking Vergers, especially Yseult who did the lion’s share of making the site look so great and work so smoothly. Submissions are encouraged- if you have any articles or images you think would be appropriate for the site, please contact the Vergers. 

Also don’t forget the scribe’s mailing list for Lochac (www.sca.org.au/mailman/listinfo/scribes) and the Known World list (www.castle.org/mailman/listinfo/scribes). Recent discussions have ranged from technical uses of half-letters and rubrics, to exciting talk about the future directions of the College, so I’m sure there is something for everyone.

The Coin in the Coffer Rings

I have been speaking to the Lochac Seneschal about our funding difficulties. Master Del writes:

“Looking through back records I understand you're owed about $900 from what we said we'd give you ($150 per quarter) less about $300 that got paid out at various stages, so I'll try to get the remaining $600 from her to you asap. I'll try to commit to getting you another $600 by the end of the year 

but without an approved alternative funding proposal that is going to be in the form of an IOU.

I will also try to score some funds for general kingdom revenue from festival, which I should be able to put towards the next $600 installment.”

The upshot of this is we can get some limited funding from the Kingdom- when they have the money to give us, which they usually don’t. (I am still waiting for this first installment , the Exchequer claims the cheque was not delivered correctly.)

So we need to come up with some other ways to raise operational revenue, and quickly. Let’s have some ideas on this, because if we don’t have the money, no-one gets scrolls, simple as that.

As part of discussions on the future directions of the College the subject of scribes charging for scrolls inevitably came up. We have discussed the issue a few times, with much emotion but not a lot of solid resolution. We need a much more comprehensive analysis and more discussion on the subject, from among the scribes, the populace, and input from the Crown, before we can come to any kind of plebiscite or vote on the issue. Is there anyone out there who would like to co-ordinate this?

Until this discussion and vote is held, doing award scrolls remains a service to the people of the Kingdom, and scribes are not to charge money for them.

Dressing Old Words New

There has been a very exciting trend recently with the increasing use of more authentic, period style texts. I think this is a great idea as it moves us away from an awkward standardised text, and allows enormous scope for creativity and tailoring a scroll to the recipient and would like to encourage this! Lady Leonie de Grey has been doing some good work in this area, I have reproduced below two of her scroll texts to serve as inspiration.

Grant text, Leonie de Grey 

Cornelius and Morwynna by right of Arms King and Queen of Lochac, Defenders of the Realm succour of the helpless Liege Lord and Lady of the Baronies of Rowany Innilgard Riverhaven Stormhold Aneala Ynys Fawr Politarchopolis St Florian-de-la-Riviere Southron Gaard and Ildhafn and all adjoining Shires Colleges and Cantons and such other territories and peoples as seek protection of the Kingdom to all Officers of the Realm Nobles gentles and Others these present letters seeing reading or hearing- Greetings. Whereas it has come to Our notice that Artemisia da Quieto d’Arzenta through her continuous and diligent endeavors on Our behalf as Seneschal of Lochac has greatly enriched Our Realm and is worthy of renown e are minded of Our especial grace and favour to reward her with a grant of Arms with all rights, privileges and responsibilities appertaining thereto. And we conform her right to bear as Arms Purpure a Bend Sinister Ermine between two Compass-Stars Argent as is more plainly depicted in the margin. In witness We have caused to be made these Our Letters and set hereto Our hands and the Great Seal of the Kingdom of Lochac. Done this sixth day of July Anno Societatis thirty eight at Our court at Stowe on the Wowld.

KSCA text, Leonie de Grey 

Philip by Right of Arms King of the West and Linda, by Grace and Courtesy Queen of the West to all persons as well nobles and gentles as others these patent letters seeing reading or hearing- Greetings. Whereas anciently from the beginning the vertuous and valiant acts of noble persons hath been commended to the world by sundry monuments and remembrances of the good desserts amongst which 

the chiefest and most usual hath been the bearing of signs in shields called Arms which order it was most prudently devised in the beginning to stir and kindle the hearts of men to the imitation of virtue and nobleness. Even so hath the same been and yet is continually observed to the end that such as have done commendable service to their King and Land either in peace or war may receive due honour. And whereas We Philip and Linda not only by the common renown but also by the reports and witness of divers worthy to be taken of word and credence are plainly advised that Snorri Ottarson Baron hath at all times used himself so manfully and discretely and especially in his chivalry and prowess upon the field of combat so that he is in all places of honour well worthy with other nobles and gentles to be accepted therefore do we Philip and Linda create advance and prefer the aforesaid Snorri to the Rank Estate Tile and Degree of Knight of the right noble Order of Chivalry to be in all places of honour admitted accounted and taken to be a peer of our realm with all the Rights, Privileges Insignia and Precedence appertaining thereto as fully and freely as any person hitherto hath done the same. Furthermore we conform unto him these Arms- Sable a Serpent nowed head erect on a Bordure Argent an Orle Sable as more plainly appeareth depicted in the margin to have and to hold to him and to use and enjoy for evermore. In witness hereof we have caused to be made these Our Letters Patent and have set hereto Our hands and the Great Seal of the Kingdom of the West on this day the twenty ninth of September being the twenty sixth year of the Kingdom of the West and of the Society and the year our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety one.

For more information, see the article “Towards a More Period Text” by Baron Adhemar de Villarquema, on the website.

Leap to These Arms

As some of you know, I am planning to print new designs for the pre-printed Award of Arms blanks. So far I have three- early gothic, Flemish and document styles. I’ve been promised new celtic, Italian humanist and mid-gothic blanks but so far these have not been delivered. If you have promised a design, and you know who you are, please contact me. If you would like to design one, I would be happy to send the relevant information to you. 

How Earnestly Set A-Work!

Lady Morag Freyser, the warden for Politarchoplis, writes:
“To all in Politarchopolis and regions (and those who visit) greetings. Our charge is to promote the scribal arts and the Kingdom through the production of Award Scrolls. 

To that end, a Scriptoria will be held in the afternoon on the Second Saturday of the month. There will be opportunities to work on actual scrolls, learn different hands, discover different styles of illumination, read other's books on these arts, and talk things arty. We are blessed with competent and imaginative scribes in this Barony, and Lady Leonie de Grey and Giovanni Basilio de Castronovo are willing to share their extensive knowledge, skills and libraries in their roles as teachers, mentors and standard keepers. 

The August one is to be 1-4pm 9th August at Lady Leonie de Grey's at The Punning Clan (under rapier marshall in Griffintayle). Her library will be open, but please book in for the limited table space. I will have introductory kits for sale, AoA blanks to illuminate, even real ones to complete. Members of the College are encouraged to submit examplers of their hand and style to show the Provost.”

Well that’s it for this issue, I’ll leave you with a poem written in the 9th century by an Irish monk in praise of his faithful companion contributed by Lady Caterina della Pieri.

Your servant,

Giles, Provost

By my hand this Kalends of August 2003

(Btw a chocolate frog to the first geek who spots the title references…)

Pangur Ban

I and Pangur Ban my cat 

'Tis a like task we are at: 

Hunting mice is his delight, 

Hunting words I sit all night.

Better far than praise of men 

'Tis to sit with book and pen; 

Pangur bears me no ill-will, 

He, too, plies his simple skill.

Oftentimes a mouse will stray 

In the hero Pangur's way. 

Oftentimes my keen thought, set, 

Takes a meaning in its net.

'Gainst the wall he sets his eye, 

Full and fierce and sharp and sly; 

'Gainst the wall of knowledge I 

All my little wisdom try.

Practise every day has made 

Pangur perfect in his trade. 

I get wisdom day and night, 

Turning darkness into light.

***

Explicit Deo Gratia
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