
Flag Fan Project – Constanzia Moralez y de Zamora 

 

I sat in on Baron Giles’s class on making flag fans at A&S at the beginning of 2007.  We made our flag fans 

out of a bit of ply, some dowel and some sticky boy stuff.  Wack a few undercoats and voila! – Ready for 

deco. It was a fun project but I never got around to finishing it until recently because well – apparently it was 

an Italian style. I’m Spanish.  Why do I need a stupid flag fan!!?  Let it collect dust!  

 

And then I found HER …. 

(“Hispanic Costuming” by Ruth Mathilde Anderson - 1526 from figure of St 
Mary Magdalene in Jesus Preaching by Pere Mates.)  
 

She was “that frock” that I’ve always wanted to make but never quite 

getting around to it.  She was also carrying this flag fan – WITH TASSELS.   

All fired up with enthusiasm, I decided that I had to paint my heraldry on 

this thing.  I quickly sketched up about 9 different options and drew it out 

on the basic design on the undercoat.  (Heraldry - It’s all about *me* 

right?).  I decided that because the portrait had a black border on the edge 

that I might be inspired to do the same.  I then went out the back to see 

what type of paint I had lying around.  I had some kiddies acrylic and 

some gouache - you beauty. I gave it a few more white coats first before 

popping on the black and red from my device.   

It was all working well until… 

I started using the red gouache.  It dried too fast and really showed up 

where I was painting – as opposed to the nice flat kiddies acrylic.  Boo.  At 

the end of this painting process, I pondered on whether or not to tidy up 

the edges with a fine black water based marker.  I decided that water base 

was the way to go because I was going to spray lacquer it at the end.  

Anything other than a water based paint or substances can often cause a 

bubbling effect on lacquer.   

Now that was a mistake an a half!  Every time I sneezed or there was 

moisture anywhere on the planet, the black ink ran….then it blended into 

the stupid red gouache.  GNARH! Eventually, after days of repainting and 

touching up, and tossing the stupid thing on the floor and punching the 

air, I got to the stage where I could hand it over to Gabriel to drill holes in 

it and lacquer it for me.  No power tools for zuul. 

So I took it out on tassels 

I made 19 tassels for it and stitched it onto the edge through the drilled 

holes. The tassels look quite ridiculous which is ideal but perhaps not as 

ridiculous as it could have been.  The picture demonstrates every second 

tassel to be a different colour….  I only had black available to me at the 

time but if I ever get inspired I might just…..  

 

Now I just have to make the dress to go with the accessory! 


